OF SOUTH CAROLINA

routes through the territories served, so as to reduce each official
route to the minimum mileage."
Amend subdivision 3 of said Section 5474 by adding after the
words "Jasper County" on line 13 the words "and Lexington Coun-
ty," and by adding after the words "Jasper County" on line 23 the
words "and the superintendent of education for Lexington County,"
and by adding at the end of said subdivision 3 the following: "Pro-
vided, That in Lexington County contracts for transportation of
pupils may be let for a term of from one to three years, and shall
be let on or before the second Tuesday in July of any year in which
new contracts are to be made," so that said Section 5474 when so
amended shall read as follows:
"Section 5474: (1) The county board of education of the re-
spective counties of South Carolina shall designate official routes
for the transportation of pupils to and from public schools in said
counties, which routes shall be approved by the State Department
of Education: Provided, That in Lexington County the local trustees
of school districts operating bus routes for transportation of school
children shall designate such official routes which shall be the most
direct routes through the territories served, so as to reduce each
official. route to the minimum mileage."
(2) "There shall be paid for transportation out of the State funds
appropriated for the 6-0-1 school law the sum of three hundred
fifty thousand ($350,000.00) dollars to be apportioned to the coun-
ties of the State on the basis of per pupil per mile of transportation
on these official transportation routes, in each of the counties of
the State: Provided, That no pay shall be made for fractions of a
mile.
(3) "All contracts for transportation of pupils shall be let only
after public bidding has been advertised for in one or more news-
papers of the county at least once a week for not less than three
consecutive weeks. All bids shall be addressed to the county super-
intendent of education, marked on outside of sealed envelope 'Bid
for transportation of pupils on route No. -,' and shall be
opened at the hour designated in the advertisement. Bids shall be
opened and awards made by the county board of education, who
shall have the right to reject any and all bids, and to readvertise for
new or additional bids. All contracts for transportation shall be
awarded to the lowest responsible bidder: Provided, however, That
the provisions of this subsection shall not apply to counties or school
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